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Abstract: Urban ethnobotany is an emerging research field of ethnobotany, which generally refers to the
science of studying the relationship between humans and plants in the urban context, and primarily
focuses on the knowledge of urban residents ( both new migrants and indigenous people) in utilizing
plants and plant products. This article systematically elaborates the definition, research progress, and
research contents of urban ethnobotany, and discusses the challenges faced by this research field and its
future development directions. Urban ethnobotanical research in foreign countries mainly focuses on the
knowledge status of medicinal plants, and pays attention to the plant diversity in homegardens and urban
green spaces, as well as their roles in shaping urban landscape, enhancing cultural identity, protecting
biodiversity, etc.; urban ethnobotanical researches in China also include the traditional plant knowledge
of people migrating from rural area to urban area and in the rural areas greatly affected by urbanization.
The research contents of urban ethnobotany include the transfer and adaptation of traditional plant (such
as traditional edible plants, traditional medicinal plants, etc.) knowledge, urban market plants
(products ) , homegarden plants, biodiversity protection in urban green space, traditional ecological
knowledge and ecological civilization construction. Currently, urban ethnobotanical research faces
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multiple challenges, including how to prevent the gradual disappearance of traditional plant knowledge,
how to avoid the marginalization and homogenization of traditional plant knowledge, how to conduct long-
term tracking of specific groups, how to address the impact of cultural diversity on residents’ plant
cognition and plant use practices, and how to enhance the scalability, transferability, and interpretability
of research results. Researchers should adhere to the basic principles of plant diversity conservation,
traditional culture inheritance, native plant prioritization, and sustainable development, actively establish

professional research teams and institutions, set up science education centers, and promote the

development of urban plant industry.

Key words: urban ethnobotany; ethnobotany;
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