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The status of industry development and scientific research of blackberry ( Rubus spp.) in the
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Abstract ; On the basis of consulting a lot of literatures and combining with the authors’ research results,
the status of industry development and scientific research of blackberry ( Rubus spp.) in the world was
summarized , the problems were analyzed, and the advantage and developmental potential of blackberry in
China were also mentioned. At present, blackberry is cultivated over every continent in the world with a
area of 20 035 hm” and an annual yield of 1.5x10°-2.0x10° t, in which, the most cultivated area is in
Serbia, the most annual yield is in USA, and in Asia, it is cultivated only in China. Recently,
blackberry cultivated area in Romania, Poland, Mexico, Chile, Hungary, China and USA increases
quickly. Most of fresh blackberry fruits are used for processing because of extremely difficult storage. At
abroad, many blackberry cultivars have been bred mainly by traditional breeding methods and assisted by
molecular technique, the cultivation technique is very mature and mechanized harvesting has been
successfully realized, the organic cultivation system and green house cultivating technique have being also
expanded. Blackberry production at abroad faces some problems such as economy, freezing injury,
diseases and insect pests, etc. Blackberry was introduced into China in 1986, and extended from 1994.
Up to 2010, the area of blackberry in China was about 4 500 hm”, mainly cultivated in Lishui County,
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Ganyu County and Liyang City of Jiangsu Province. Over 90% of fresh fruits are processed into frozen-
fruits for export. Based on introduction from abroad and collection of wild germplasm at home, selection
and breeding of blackberry were carried out by Chinese researchers, and some cultivars suitable for local
cultivating condition were bred and selected. In addition, research work on culiivation and processing
techniques of blackberry was also conducted, and some fruit-processed products have been developed.
Blackberry indusiry in China faces some problems including deficiency of cultivars, excessive pesticide
residues, poorer cultivating conditions, etc., which is hindering the industry development of blackberry.
Because blackberry is suitable for planting in low mountains and hill regions with advantages of short
juvenile period, quick economic benefits and high nutritional value, it possesses a bright future to

develop in China.

Key words: blackberry ( Rubus spp.) ; industry status; research progress
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