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The trend of the development of botanical gardens He Shan-An, Gu Yin, Xia Bin
(Nanjing Botanical Garden Mem. Sun Yat-Sen, Jiangsu Province and Chinese Academy
of Sciences, Nanjing 210014), J. Plant Resour. & Environ. 1998, 7(2): 4858
Current trend of the development of botanical gardens in China and in the world are
reviewed and discussed. A series of important international conferences are mentioned
and major important activities are introduced. The hot points of botanical garden
activities are interpreted and species conservation has become the major task of botanical
gardens. A summarization and analysis of the history and present status are given for
Chinese botanical gardens and the main problems in the development of Chinese
botanical garden system are discussed. Compared with the advanced botanical gardens in
the world, the major differences and weaknesses of Chinese botanical gardens are: 1)
Far less in number of accessions of living collections; 2) The accumulation of scientific
data of living collections are not perfect; 3) Lacking of success in the introduction of
rare and unique plants in their exhibition areas and 4) The application of advanced
modern horticultural technique is not enough. The authors indicated that for the
development of Chinese botanical gardens the main points which should be carefully
noticed are as follows: 1) Botanical gardens should be developed multifunctioned and
multidimensional but every botanical garden should have its own characteristics; 2)
Biodiversity is the everlast thesis for botanical gardens; 3) Botanical gardens should pay
essential attention on the research and practice of plant ex-situ conservation; 4) The
activities of botanical gardens should be emphasize on the research and practice of
cultivation and utilization of plants and focus on medicinal plants.
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