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Abstract: There are twenty-one compounds of steroidal sapogenins in Chinese Dioscorea .. , the type of
3B-hydroxy sapogenin exists in most species, only a few species contain the type of 3a-hydroxy
sapogenin. Fifty-nine compounds of steroidal saponin are separated from thirteen species of Chinese
Dioscorea,, and which can be divided into four types. Sevenieen species helonging to Sect. Stenophora of
Dioscorea contain steroidal sapogenin ( mostly diosgenin ). Based on consulting the literatures,
constituents of steroidal sapogenins and steroidal saponins in different species of Dioscorea and chemical
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structures of these compounds are summarized and reviewed.
Key words: Dioscorea L. ; steroidal saponin; steroidal sapogenin
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HETE 18 3K 28 BRI EE b, N2 BE 4 7 Bl B
BAFTE, PO BORE SRTRUAREATE " . R
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Table 1 Steroidal sapogenins in Chinese Dioscorea L. plants

¥4, FEnglish name X4 Chinese name #3r4 English name 34 Chinese name

diosgenin® EHRERT yamogenin' ) Ak BT

diosgenin acetate BB TLBEE yamogenin acetate A BTN BB

diosgenin palmitate BT TSRS yamogenin palmitate 2% B AR RS B

epismilagenin FHHBEHET smilagenone PSR

yonogenin AT 15N TH 24¢-hydroxy-yamogenin') Ao - BH - AFEHFTT
(zingiberogenin) (&M BHEIT)

tokorogenin'’ INEH BT igagenin KERIFTT

tenuipegenin ARB T IT diotigenin MR REIT

isodiotigenin =S R AER: T isotenuipegenin RHWEH T

neoyonogenin s Rton neotokorogenin FLE#ERE T

neotenuipegenin Fraw e oo sarsasapogenin IR ST

cpisarsasapogenin RREHRIT .

DA R TLINE « P EB A T8 38K  These compounds are discovered by the researchers in Institute of Botany, Jiangsu

Province and the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

®2 JERHEREVFSHEESH
Table 2 Steroidal saponins in Chinese Dioscorea L. plants

¥ X% English name 1324,  Chinese name ¥4  English name H13x 4  Chinese name
dioscin!’ EHHRHE graci]linl) Haa#

trillin TR BT protodioscin') FEHET
pmtograci]]jnl) R B H deltonin o =AMaH

diosgenin triglucoside BB =HAEE diosgenin diglucoside EHet - wEEE
22-methoxy-protogracillin 22 - IR - HedeF 22-methoxy-protodioscin 22 - R - FEHR AT
(kikubasaponin) ( smilaxsaponin )

deltoside(a +b) KBHZAHERE (a+b)? spongioside A HEEHET A
zingiberenin A" JBHRE A zingiberenin B JEH R B
protozingiberenin A FREMHEH A protozingiberenin BY FEHEHE B
zingiberoside A,V BEHRE A, zingiberoside A,V JEHEE A,
zingiberoside A" JEH I A, zingiberoside A" BRI A,
protozingiberensis saponin BEH B3 R zingiberensis newsaponin BEHHE

yononinl) AR tokoronin BT
hypoglaucine AY BEEHFA protohypoglaucine AV EHmEEHEA
hypoglaucine F BB FY hypoglaucine G BEEEG
dioscoreside A IR A dioscoreside B HILAEEB
dioscoreside C FhHREC dioscoreside E2) HILZGEHE
pseudoprotogracillin hIRe g i pseudoprotodioscin HEEHEE
parvifloside INEEHEH BT deacylbrownioside EBAESRH
orbiculatoside A FER =t 24 AY methylparvifloside AR/ NMEEHERET
zingiberenin E BHHEHFE

D XA RBILHE - BEPEEEYTE T2 ES3H  These compounds are discovered by the researchers in Institute of Botany, Jiangsu
Province and the Chinese Academy of Sciences. Dt ZRBB P X4E Chinese names are assigned by authors.
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B16 %

5% Z (BN TR i 2 B B AT 43 A R B 2,
£ 20 524 (gracillin) FE H 2 A(zingiberenin A) fif
EMEERNR AR ET L B, U IR & 5
ERR R ME A E AR, WA,
HpERRP T 5,20(22) - WK E S HERI,
mE LA ELZG R C RN E (D
Sfutschauensis Uline ex R. Knuth) I F L 2T E
( dioscoreside E )M M H B = A o 2 B (D
delioidea var. orbiculata Prain et Burk. ) 455 H U
EAMBENT oMER =AM 2 A(orbiculatoside
A T M HEHE B AE (D. spongiosa J. Q. Xi, M.
Mizuno ¢t W. L. Zhao) e BH A 8kt K JiH
EEsEE

B EERFMEHNT, P RELRN
BHBHLUSR SRR '

R,0
R R,
hypoglaucine A: - glu(21)rha -H
\(3«1)rha
zingiberoside A, ; —glu(2«1)rha -H
zingiberoside A, ; —glu(2«1)rha -0H
zingiberoside A, : —glu(2+1)rha -H
\(41)giu
colletinside | : —glu -H
colletinside II : —glu(4«1)rha -H
colletinside Il ; —glu(2«1)rha -H
\(4«1)tha
colletinside IV : —glu(2«1)rha -H
\(31)glu

yononin ;

tokoronin ;

R
dioscin ~ glu(2¢-1)rha
\(4«1)1ha
gracillin: —glu(2«1)rha
\(3+1)glu
deltonin ; —glu(2«-1)rha
V\(41)glu
tnllm H - glu
zingiberenin A ~glu(21)glu
\(3«1)rha
zingiberensis saponin ; —glu(4«<1)glu(3+1)glu
\(2+1)rha
diosgenin triglucoside : ~glu(3—1)glu
\(41)glu
diosgenin diglucoside ; —glu(3«1)gl
dioscin DC; - glu(4+1)rha(4«1)rha(3«+1)rha
prosaponin A of dioscin; - glu(2«1)rha
prosaponin B of dioscin: - glu(4+«—1)rha
OR,
OOW -
0o R
RO R
R ' Ry Ry
dioscoreside A ; —glu(3«1)glu -H —glu
\(2«1)rha
dioscoreside B —glu(4«1)rha -0OH —ghu
\(2«1)rha
dioscoreside C: - glu(4«1)rha
\(2«1)1ha
~g=0 OR,
1
OM
0
RO
R, R,
hypoglaucin G . - glu(4«1)rha -glu

\(2«1)1ha

I

A
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OR, ©.
AN
RO
R, R, R,
protoneodioscin : —glu(2«1)rha - ~glu -H R, R,
) " \(41)tha protodioscin ; —glu(2«-1)tha —glu —H
protoneogracillin s - glu(21)rha -glu -H \(41)1ha
\(3+1)glu protogracillin: - glu(2«+1)rha -glu -H
methylprotoneodioscin ; —glu(2+«1)rha —glu -CH; \(31) g
\(4«1)rha protozingiberenin A ; - glu(2«1)glu -glu -H
methylprotoneogracillin ; —glu(2«1)rha -glu - CH,4 \(3+1)rha
\(3+1)glu deltoside a: ~glu(2«1)rha -glu -H
( protodeltonin ) \(41)glu
deltoside b; ~glu(2«1)rha ~glu - CH,4
on — CH,0H \(4e1) glu
22-methoxy- —glu(2«1)tha —glu - CH,4
protodioscillin; \(3«1)glu
22-methoxy-protodioscin;  — glu(2+-1)rha —-glu —CH,4
\(4«1)tha
[19]: -glu(3+1)glu(4d—1)glu -gu -H
RO \(2«-1)rha
parvifloside ; ~glu(4<1)glu(3«1)glu -glu -H
R, R, \(2+1)rha
hypoglauein F: - glu(4+1)rha - glu methylparvifloside —glu(41)glu(31)glu -glu —CH,
\(2e-1)tha \(2¢1)rha
protohypoglaucine A ; - glu(2+1)1ha -H protodioside( I ) ; — glu(21) rha —glu -H
V(31)rha zingiberenin E . —glu(21)glu(3«1)glu -gu —CH;
\(4<-1)rha
R, R, R,
dioscoreside C; - glu(4«<1)rha -0CH, —glu
\(2«1)rha
pseudoprotodioscin ; - glu(4«1)rha -H - glu R
\(2¢1) rha pregnadienolone ; - glu(3+1)tha
(11]: - glu(2«1)rha -H - glu (3-0-B-gracillimatriose ) \(2«1)rha
dioscoreside E: —glu(31)glu — OCH, ~glu pregnadienolone ; - glu(4+1)tha
\(21)rha (3-0-B-chacotriose ) \(2«1)rha
pseudoprotogracillin ; —glu(31)gu -H —glu [20]: — glu(3«1)rha
\(24~1)rha \(2¢1)tha
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16 %

R, R,
(2SR deacylbrownioside ; —glu(24-1)rha ~ - OH
(258)[21}. —glu(2+1)rha -0H
\(31)glu
o~ OR,
RO
R, R,
orbiculatoside A ; —glu —glu(3+<1)gla
\(61)glu(2+1)glu
OH
CH,
0Glu
H
RO
R
spongioside » —glu(4«1)rha
\(2+1)rha

[20]: —glu(4«1)tha
\(2«1)rha

CH,R,

[20]: - glu(4«1)rha
\(2«1)rha

3 BHREHAEREHTT
EE R oA

TEEFREEY EESA T RIUMEEE X,
HE RSTHEA B BA R, RURZE SRR RS
BB R EORE M, B A TR A0, MEARE S AR, D)
BRCUER A, RAEBURHCRZEHMIT A HIE
BHT, MRZEHMLNEERRZ-RZHTHE
BB AR ZHEARCREE , REER L, A RR
REYOR, HAHL

3.1 EHERPHNEGCETNEHEAEN

- [9,10,14,19,22 ~ 24]
7C

JET BB RURZE R BT, 8RR A BN 2
3, KA SN AR o, HLRE A B B AR
H AR CRAR ; WS B 6, BT, T /a8 R
JEH EH AR ZE T & K B H WA zingiberenin
A, zingiberenin. B, zingiberensis newsaponin.
protozingiberenin A | pfotozingiberensis saponin ( 54 5
protozingiberenin A #f [A] ) . protozingiberenin B,
deltonin % protodeltonin( 544 &5 deltoside a #§[a]) ; H:
B M & F illin, gracillin, protogracillin, diosgenin
diglucoside }? zingiberenin E; H 1 | # 2 & F
zingiberoside A, | zingiberoside A, . zingiberoside A,
colletinside IV, M JE M- 25 #76 HR v 43 85 Y 1 £ 44 22,
F J6 B 4+ B diosgenin, epismilagenin F] diosgenin
palmitate ; A H. #b | 3 43 W] 45 B yamogenin 1 24a-
hydroxy-yamogenin ( zingiberogenin )
3.2 MERHEHRPHEGEERFNEGER
5Ll

/NIESE M EB(D. parviflore Ting) KIMRZEFH
zingiberenin A | protozingiberenin A . gracillin . deltonin |

protogracillin | deltoside a. dioscin, prosaponin A of

o
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dioscin, deacylbrownioside, diosgenin  diglucoside
methyl deltoside ( %5 #4 55 deltoside b Af [A] ) .
parvifloside . methyl parvifloside N diosgenin-3-0-8-D-
glucopyranosyl-(1—3) -B-D-glucopyranosyl (1—4) -(a-
L-rhamnopyranosyl-(1—2) J- B-D-glucopyranoside ( 45

#15 singiberensisn ewsaponin AH[F]) 4 {14 B 1 B

R VIR g LA Ar A diosgenin ., yamogenin, - .

sitosterol 1 stigmasterol %5,

3.3 gﬁ%ﬁ*ﬂ‘]ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ*ﬂﬁiﬁi%ﬁ_ [4,28.21
FREFH(D. nipponica Makino) HRARZEL K,
BIRTE, 4 S R, MR BB AR L 86, H
IR 2 R, A D BAAR , B 8 8 6, Hh RETER,
FREEAa, RN RE, TEARMER, A5 Ik,
A1 & B 4 N dioscin , protodioscin , gracillin |
protogracillin } dioscin DC %, HE&ABEBE TR
4y diosgenin .
3.4 GABHRMGHBTMEKREL
LFAMEHHO. gracillima Miq.) BORZE 2 B,
R HE, R R 4y 35 Ah i £ A, P, SUE A
%, T 5 MU A5 4R W R B, TR, TR,
RS, WL REFRRZE D4 BRIy S g 3
434 dioscin, protodioscin , gracillin | protogracillin J
22-methoxy-protodioscin ( smilaxsaponin ) 4 ; § {& B4
TR 44 diosgenin ,
3.5 BHEHEHPHEhEERSGEET™
BIEMH-EE(D. althaeoides Knuth ) fFARZELHS,
B SN KR L&A, RADLE, AUHE
PIRGE, AR BCHEAASEAR, TRERER
o, Bom 4%, T 5k B, AR, A 5 4T, Wi A
%, BENTEFRRESEHE KRBT RTA
EAMEEBETFICRT A
diosgenin Fil diosgenin palmitate
3.6 FLBPHSEEFREEaET e
HINHHRZ 2 A, W35 i, A 5030 M
M, MR, A B REG THRE G, A0
32, R IR, TR, A ST, METILIZA R
X B kBT B A dioscin, gracillin,

trillin , protodioscin . prosaponin A of dioscin prosaponin

dioscin Fl gracillin;

B of dioscin. dioscoreside A . dioscoreside B, dioscore-
side C.dioscoreside D deltoside , protobioside ( I ) .26-
O-B-D-glucopyranosyl-( 25R ) -furost-5-en-38, 22¢, 26-
triol-3-0-D-B-glucopyranosyl-( 1 — 3 ) -B-D-glucopyr-

anosyl(1—4) -( a-L- rhamnopyranosyl- (1—2) ) -8-D-
glucopyranoside ( Z5#4 5 parvifloside #1[A}) .26-0-8-D-
glucopyranosyl-( 25R ) -furost-5 , 20 ( 22 ) -dienc-38-26-
diol-3-0-{ a-L- rhamnopyranosyl (1—2) )- g-D-gluco-
pyranoside , pseudoprotodioscin . pregnadienolone (3-0-
B-gracillimatriose ) X pregnadienolone ( 3-O-B-chaco-
trioside) ;43 25 B Y §§ {4\ H SC R 53 A diosgenin I
yamogenin , ‘
337 EHEHINESAEENEHEER
g l16.0.21,9]

FMEHRRZEK, BAETE , 65 i SAERE
B AR b, R, R R A A AR
Geu R A6, TRRAGSREA 6, B
B, TR, AR, RS HTH. MM BURAR
Zd B A AR T R A trllin, dioscin,
gracillin , dioscoreside E . pseudoproto gracillin , pseudo-
protodioscin, dioscoreside C. protodioscin, protoneo-
dioscin, protogracillin protonéogracillin\ 22-methoxy-
protodioscin , 22-methoxy-protoneodioscin , 22-methoxy-
protogracillin , 22-methoxy-protoneogracillin , 26-0-8-D-
glucopyranosyl-38-26-dihydroxy-( 25R ) -furost-5, 20
(22)-dien-3-0-a-L- thamnopyranosyl(1—2) - B-D-glu-
copyranoside , 16a-methoxy-38-{ [ O-a- L- rhamnopyra-
nosyl-(1—2) -O-[ a-rthamnopyranosyl (1—4) ] -
glucopyranosyl ) oxy | pregn-5-en-20-one. 21-methoxy-
38-{(0-a- L- rhamnopyranosyl-(1—2)-0-[ a-D-rha-
mnopyranosyl-(1 —4) ] - B-D-glucopyranosyl ) oxyl }
pregn-5 ,16-en-20-one \38-1{ [ 0-a- L- rhamnopyranosyl-
(1—2) -0-[ @-L-rhamnopyranosyl-(1—4) ] - B-D-glu-
copyranosyl ) oxy } pregn-5 ,16-en-20-one .33-{ ( O-a- L-
rhamnopyranosyl - (1—2 ) -O-[ a-L-rhamnopyranosyl -
(1—3)] - B-D-glucopyranosyl ] oxyl } pregn-5, 16-en-
20-one % (258 )-spirost-5-en-38, 27-diol-3-O-( a-L-
rhamnopyranosyl-( 1 —2) - B-D-glucopyranosyl (1 —
3) ) - B-D-glucopyranoside ;738 B 6 (& B ICASY
4 diosgenin Fll diosgenin palmitate,
3.8 SERPNSKEFRgHEEET

BB (D. septemloba Thunb. ) RARZEH K, B
T, W B 2R, W4 35 S S AR A B e £,
B A BB M A0, A, ARTROR T U8 5 BT TR ER
e, TiEaa, FmEmnR, A otk. SERRRE

4 dioscin ., gracillin, protodioscin., protogracillin % 22-
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H16 %

methoxy-protogracillin( kikubasaponin) % £ {& B2 H 1,
43 #01 diosgenin & diosgenin palmitate 28§ {& B3 TR
7o
3.9 LEHRMEEETRGEEET S
IIBHE(D. tokoro Makino) BIRZELERFEE, T
By SRHLIN 5 3 5 SD e €0, WOHLRE , T /5 A R R
e RHNREE; Wil S L R, T . e
FEARUCIR & T 2 B4 8 4K B R 7 AT dioscin, gracillin |
protodioscin , protogracillin , yononin J% tokoronin;
FHSEAENSKRTEIGA diosgenin, yamogenin
tokorogenin | yonogenin ., igagenin . isodiotigenin . koga-
genin, isotenuipegenin, 19-hydroxyyonogenin, proto-
yonogenin 1 protoneoyonogenin,,
3.10 AHEHPNEEBFNSERET™
YHRZEH(D. tenuipes Franch. ) ARZE 4N, Bl
I, o SRS S B R s (8, BR i, R ¥, A
B BERLR A1 M 1Y [ BT R, Tl a6, B
TE, BBt NS BIARRZE &4 B0 S R R 1 L4
g dioscin; Ho i EH BT & MM KRBT LA
diosgenin | yamogenin , yonogenin , neoyonogenin , tokoro-
genin \neotokorogenin ,tennipegenin & diotigenin,,
311 XEEHBASESEMSERTETC Y
YEBBEB(D. collettii Hook. f.)HIRKEEH
R, E5 50, I, MRS ; Sh B ARG, f
B, A BRI TR EE 6, TR A6, RaR
W, TlaBi, ARk, HRESHWEABT
WA colletinside I | 1T AV ; &AM S ARET
BS54 diosgenin , yamogenin, M FEER o143 B B Y
ff & 12 # JC A diosgenin palmitate, yamogenin
palmitate . smilagenone , sarsasapogenone . epismilagenin .
episarsasapogenin
312 MEEHRITPHEKEFNEKEH

— [13,51~56
Jl:[ 1

B EHRURZE R YOR, 54 2 MR, 41
Behste e BO6H, TS WaEHE, TREA
&, B4 REE, ARG T, B EHRRZE S E 1
2 F B4+ F hypoglaucine A protohypoglaucine A
gracillin | protogracillin | protodioscin , protoneogracillin
protoneodioscin, dioscin, prosapogenin A of dioscin,
hypoglaucine F . hypoglaucine G } pregna-5, 16-dien-
3B-0l-20-one-3-0-a- L- rhamnopyranosyl-(1—2)-[ a-
L-rhamnopyranosyl-(1—4) ] - B-D-glucopyraneside ; &

AW S KR LA diosgenin, yamogenin ., diosgenin
palmitate , yamogenin palmitate , diosgenin acetate Ffi
yamogenin acetate
3.13 gHEhMEGEFREEEET
585 32 (D. nipponica Makino subsp. rothornii
(Prain et Burk. ) C.T. Ting ] #ARZE4C, B, &+
SCEEARAR TR QSRR SN RS 10, SR 6 I , A 40
FHYITERAM DR, W E A G, BIREE, AR
1, A5 4Tl . HAURZE S M SR BT R
diosgenin,
314 =ANEETOSEEEREEEET)
=fAMEH (D. deltoidea Wall. ex Griseb. ) 1
REEFR AP 43 35 S0 B s, 63, A3 A 5L
LA I8 45 , A AR s T e B 4, B A IR
B, TERE, ASTH, =AHEHRRESAEN
B4k B2 F B 4 i deltonine, deltoside (a + b) &
diosgenin triglucoside; & A W S A B HF T/ H
diosgenin . yamogenin .epismilagenin }% epismilagenone
HAEMBER=MATEHITANEERT RS A
orbiculatoside AT,
3.15 RPEHRMEGEEMSKEETY
MmBPEH (D. poilane Prain et Burk. ) #HIRZELE
BIAETE , AR 2332 SRR A BORAE 4, B, B
B, A A RO W T R, ML, R, &
AR ERT LN diosgenin,
3.16 RHEHPHEGEFNEEeET
SMHZEH(D. biformifolia Pei et Ting) FRZEH
HER, 7 SOMLTT S ; S B 46 PR 5, R R , 1™y 46 4%, A
AR B8 06 R sORRN BiE & A, FUkL,
REE, SHMEARBTEITA diosgenin,
3.17 BEHRHSEEFNEEERFT™
INEZE (D. chingii Prain et Burk. ) #lARZ8H K,
AH 53 325 S0 B b 6, 73 s T R B 8, S 41
B, AT, S KK 1 T tokorogenin,, 5},
HWZE R B iR &5 yonogenin,

4 FHapFuNG

HWRER, BAl, NEHR 13 MY 38
i 59 DA R R B B, How 38 N Rk
10 43 P B BLA 58 YOR BB BT, o i) )& it
B B & D BSHA R — WL

-
N

"

b
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REHZ . EEHRAY PR EETRERRE T 71

17 FEFREY A B RO, K8
HEH VEEH I LEEANARER B Cu L
2= [ SRR B R I, BN T 39 oL R
FL 25 B T X 2 R T, (AT A G LR
4 RSB R R AR AR I 38 - BRL BT
TR B, DB EESH 3a - BEBHIC, W
Wy SR P I A BT A R U BT
HMA A KBRS BT, M TROERREEE
SRS AT B B S BT, X T RE RS AR
ol MR SERUS RPN, eSS ERE
R AR AR B B A . B TR
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