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Abstract: Based on spécimens consultation and field investigation, the taxonomic characters of Athyrium
Roth were comparied and studied. The research results show that the five morphological characters of
thizome type, with or without spine, sorus shape, with or without enations on acroscopic position of pinna
base, and with or without squarrose glandular hairs are stable and can be used for infrageneric
classification of Athyrium. The other morphological characters, such as shape of lamina or pinna and with
or without petiole of pinna, can be used as species-recognizing characters. But the characters of division
of lamina, colour of scales, petioles, rachises and costae, amount of hairs and lobe shape are not suitable

to be used for species identification separately.

Key words: Athyrium Roth; taxonomy; morphological character
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