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Abstract: In Nanjing Botanical Garden, there was a Taxus chinensis (Pilg. ) Rehd. var. mairei (Lemée
et Lévl. ) Cheng et L. K. Fu living collection, which introduced in 1950's for only 11 individuals. After
45 years, a new population of more than 400 individuals originated from the collection occurred mainly in
the neighboring natural woods. Based on this fact, it was suggested that small ex-siiu conservation
collection ( population) could develop into a new and large population if the integrate ecological
conditions and natural habitat were rich in diversity of both physical and biological aspects. It will make
a great progress on role and function of ex-situ conservation. From the view point of conservation biology,
the aspect of ecological conditions should be researched seriously. Hence, the layout of ex-siu
conservation land should be changed and a site mixed with cultivated land and wild field is needed.
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Fig. 1 The distribution of original small population and the
natural population of Taxus chinensis ( Pilg. ) Rehd. var. mairei
(Lemée et Lévl. ) Cheng et L. K. Fu
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Fig. 2 The improvement of the planting pattern of ex-situ conservation site in botanical garden
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