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The edible and medicinal history of Shepherd's purse Capsella bursa-pastoris (L.)
Medic. in China is reviewed and its nutritive and medicinal value are introduced. It also
probes into the ethnobotanical culture of this species since ancient time. The author
regards this is an important wild vegetable to be exploited and utilized for its delicious,
nutritive, health care, medicinal characteristics.
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