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It was shown by the growth, flowering and fruiting of the 12 cultivars of rabbiteye
blueberry in Nanjing introduced from the United States that no significant difference has
been found with those in the original producing area. The crown size is a little smaller
and, with very few exceptions, most of the cultivars have higher yield per plant or so
than that in the United States. That means the rabbiteye blueberry is rather adaptable
to the natural condition of Nanjing area. But the degree of adaptation are different.
Among the 12 cultivars, Brightwell, Bluebelle, Climax and Gardenblue are the best and
Delite is the worst. The risk of frost injury in spring is related to the blooming period of
different cultivars.
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Tab 1 Blooming and fruiting pbmlngiml_mrind of 11 rabbiteye blueberry cultivars (B 5L Nanjing, 1994)

sl 1EH#]  Blooming HWH]  Fruit maturing
Cultivars wE &% BB OAREA AR ERABRRNGQ
Beginning Full bloom Beginning Mass Finish Beginning-Finish days

Powderblue ¥ I 18/4 24/4~29/4 4/7 10/7 17/8 45

Delite EF 16/4 23/4~—28/4 8/7 12/7 17/8 41
Gardenblue i 17/4 24/4-29/4 4/7 11/7 16/8 44
Centurion F£0H B 5 27/4 2/5~5/5 10/7 15/7 18/8 40

Tifblue 3 15/4 24/4~29/4 4/7 10/7 15/8 43

Climax T i 15/4 22/4~26/4 26/6 2/7 9/8 45
Premier 75 % 4/4 12/4—18/4 20/6 26/6 18/7 29
Woodard &8 17/4 25/4~29/4 3/7 8/7 6/8 35

Choice $i1E 23/4 28/4—1/5 28/6 7/7 11/8 44
Baldwin /5 {61 18/4 24/4~3/5 15/7 2/8 11/9 59
Bluebelle 1535 A 15/4 22/4~28/4 28/6 4/7 26/7 29
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ERBI~2ERNEREE, E3FEUFERMBR. RRERRERSETAL. 5~

3.0 m, GFPAIA ER. TIAK 12 45 Fikk
W& 1.8—2.0 m, B K/ABEATF ™
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Tab 2 Size of 7 years old plants of rabbiteye blueberry

cultivars (B 5. Nanjing, 1995)
Bl &H Ty RERR
Cultivars Height Mean crown Crown volume

(m) width (m) (m*)
Powderblue ¥} & 1.84 1.7 2.82
Delite E=E 1.83 1.23 1.49
Gardenblue [ i 1.96 2.09 4.57
Centurion AL EE  2.01 1.83 3.56
Tifblue # 3 1# 2.06 1.97 4.23
Brightwell 4l 42 1.90 1.76 3.11
Climax il 1.89 1.71 2.94
Premier 78% 2.00 1.96 4,05
Woodard ik 1.37 1.40 1.52
Choice Hi4E 1.90 1.84 3.43
Baldwin /R iR 1.80 1.80 3.10

Bluebelle #35 A 1.87 1.60 251
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Tab 3 Yariation of SN- and EW-directional crown widths of rabbiteye blueberry cultivars (7 5 Nanjing)
e 1000 1992 1994 1996
Cultivars ek W Ml w4 RE OEE B AW BE 0 ®dL KW 2H

SN- EW- D SN- EW- D SN- EW- D SN. EW- D

Powderblue ¥} £ 91 9 -5 130 125 5 161 14y U (ap B hagE 157 50
Delite 5 3 63 62 1 100 96 4 125 121 4 129 136 -7
Gardenblue [@ #§ 114 112 2 151 137 14 196 164 32 262 212 50
Centurion FE0k 8 5 90 81 9 131 127 4 169 148 21 206 190 16
Tifblue #3£# 114 113 L o.15% 143, 11 184 167 17 242 198 44
Brightwell 4152 97 97 0 135 127 8 177 154 23 196 170 26
Climax T 89 87 2 137 134 3 169 158 11 185 168 17
Premier 7% 11 109 2 151 147 4 187 169 1§ 223,392 30
Woodard &35 85 w77 9 109 108 1 139 132 7 160 150 10
Choice H§ £ 87 93 -6 137 123 14 175 149 26 214 174 40
Baldwin B /R f8iR 102 95 -7 133 129 4 169 150 19 229 201 28
Bluebelle #§3€ A 84 87 -3 122 115 7 159 140 19 192 167 25
3 A 548 R
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Woodard LASh, KF4 P RE R . 7 4~ 8 bk 2= B 7 8 kg BA L, H P Brightwell, Gardenblue
1 Tifblue 23 10 kg, WL H B E, B Delite LS, ¥I17E 2 kg/m* ) £, AT, HE#
HEEAE, vAE 1t REMFEAKFE, HFP Brightwell,Bluebelle, Climax il Choice % 7
AR FE 3 kg/mPBA L, HATREAEI R = 1.5 t B E 21, 5 T 4 MR EAR £
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Tab 4 Fruit ylelds of 7 years old plants of rabbiteye blueberry cultivars (M7% Nanjing, 1995)

kT Eiars AT B R i

Bt Yield per plant Projective area Yield per unit projective of crown
Sy i (k) HF o coza i (k) e

Weight Order (m?) Weight Order
Powderblue 831 7.19 9 2.30 3.13 6
Delite 5% 1.34 12 1.19 1.13 12
Gardenblue T 9,84 2 3.42 2.87 R
Centurion ZE0t B 5 6.92 10 2.63 2.63 11
Tifblue B 9.53 3 3.05 3.12 7
Brightwell A4 9.86 1 2.43 4.06 1
Climax Til i 8.07 6 2.30 3.51 3
Premier 7547 8.44 5 3.02 2.79 10
Woodard &kl 4.89 11 1.54 3.18 5
Choice ¥i4¢ 8.74 4 2.66 3.29 4
Baldwin & /R 7.24 8 2.54 2.85 9
Bluebelle #§ % A 8.06 7 2.01 4,01 2

=5 ARAFFHSREZRSAESR (k)R
Tab 5 Comparison of yield per plant of rabbiteye blueberry growing in Nanjing and USA

S MoK FF"
i 3k 544 74 Arkansas Texas Mississippi
Tifblue # 3% # 6.00 6.18 9.53 4.43 4.88 6.60
Delite EF 0.74 0.48 1.34 2.80 4.50 1.25
Climax [ 2.63 1.48 8.07 3.74 - 2.13
Bluebelle # 3% A 2.54 1.69 8.06 4.23 - -

03— 5 4E4 TR P8 average vield from 3—35 year old (yields from USA follow ECK, 1988)
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Tab 6 Fruit weights of rabbiteyc blucherry cultivars in different mature periods

(B 5 Nanjing, 1995)

AR AR S Fruit weights in different harvesting date (g)

AT

Cultivars 8/7 147 19/17 217 3/8 1/8  17/8  25/8 4/9
Powderblue #} 1 - 1.75 1.66 1.34 1.20 1.14 0.96 =3 =
Delite E = = = - - 1.37 1.01 -

Gardenblue i 1.52 1.28 1.05 0.96 0.83 0.76 0.73 - -
Centurion #E0 B 5 - 1.72 1.49 1.40 1.20 1.01 0.90 - -
Tifblue $85%1E = 2.59 2.01 1.54 1.34 1.18 1.00 - -
Brightwell fll#% 2,35 2.02 1.84 1.81 1.61 1.32 0.96 - -
Climax [5 1§ 2.34 1.96 1.53 1.37 1.30 1.23 - - -
Premier 75% 2.22 2.10 1.94 1.85 1.50 1233 1.08 — =
Woodard 5351 = 1.91 1.75 1.51 1.36 1.16 1.04 - -
Choice £ 2:1% 1.85 1.62 1.41 1.28 1.19 1.15 - -
Baldwin & /R1ER - - 2.11 2.03 1.81 1.58 1.38 1.21 0.97
Bluebelle 1§38 A 2.19 1.65 1.60 1.49 1.36 1.10 0.71 - -

Ve rMABRRIBACEFEREKS inmature or mature stage ended or fruit is few
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Tab 7 Fruit weight and uniformity of 11 rabbiteye blueberry

cultivars (B9 Nanjing, 1995)
P BT Fruit weight (g)
Cultivars B BK T8 ERRY
Min. Max. Mean C.V.
Powderblue ¥ 0.64 2,44 1.20+0.22 0.18
Gardenblue i & 0.46 2.27 0.89+0.14 0.16
Centurion fFHEHE  0.56 2.39 1.25£0.24 0.19
Tifblue 31K 0.56 3.43 1.3840.31 0.23
Erightwell Al %% 0.58 4.30 1.5440.35 0.23
Climax ¥ 0.64 3.46 1.61+0.38 0.23
Premier 5% 0.64 3.60 1.96+0.25 0.13
Woodard 33518 0.21 2.92 1.4240.26 0.18
Choice 4 0.72 2.64 1.434£0.24 0.17
Baldwin &5/5 &1 0.56 3.99 1.51+0.31 0.21
Bluebelle #£3 A 0.27 4.18 1.53+0.33 0.22
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1 Paul E. Blueberry Science. New Brunswick and London: Rutgers University Press, 1988.
2 Shoemaker ] S. Small Fruit Culture (Fifth Edition) . Westport, Connecticut: The Avi Publishing Company, Inc., 1978.
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