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Abstract; DELTA ( description language for taxonomy) system is a computer information processing tool
for taxonomic description, which is designated as the international data exchange standard by the
International Working Group on Taxonomic Databases for Plant Sciences. The system is mainly capable of
normalized processing of morphological descriptions, and based on this, making natural-language
descriptions producing of taxon, Interactive identification and classification information management, etc.
After 40 years of improvement, the system is increasingly used in plant taxonomy with information
transmission and communication become more and more convenient through the Internet. The structure,
function, acquisition approach and using method of the system are briefly introduced, and function,
usage and operation way of subprograms in DELTA system are also briefly analysed in order to promote its
popularization and application in research field of plant taxonomy in China.
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