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Abstract: The genetic diversity and the general situation of taro ( Colocasia esculenta (L. ) Schott] were
investigated in Yunnan Province and Shandong Province of China by means of fundamentals and methods
of ethnobotany. The results showed that taro were getting changed from staple food to vegetable in the
minorities of Yunnan Province. In Shandong Province, taro was cultivated widespreadly and speedily, it
was developed into one of the major exported vegetables. It was concluded that rich genetic diversity of
taro was still maintained in Yunnan Province. In Shandong Province, there was no finding taro wild type,
and multi-comel of taro was cultivated mainly. The taro plant worship culture are facing the danger of
threat or extinction due to the ongoing socio-economics, policy and main trend culture. Taro eating
culture contains rich indigenous knowledge and scientific contents which need us to exploit and study
sequentially.
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Table 1 The folk taxonomy and naming of tare { Colocasia esculenta (L. ) Schott)

PXE +T& 3 I FHERE e A& Feit

Chinese name  Local name Ethnic group Organ used Type Use Locality

;&3S Byong ma a yo piu  Hani W§/EJ& Leaf/ petiole Petiole Animal feed  Xishuangbanna, Yunnan
Byong ma bon gi Hani ¥ R Leaf/ petiole Petiole Animal feed  Xishuangbanna, Yunnan

HAnF3E Han 7% Leaf/ petiole Petiole Animal feed Yantai, Shandong

SRS AR Han & Cormels Multi-cormel  Edibility Tonghai, Yunnan

HEETFHE Han 3% Cormels Multi-cormel ~ Edibility Ji’ an, Jiangxi

VHTEEE Han 7% Cormels Multi-cormel ~ Edibility Shashi, Hubei

EEBHAL Han 3% Cormels Multi-cormel  Edibility Syyang, Jiangsu

®E Bu le na Jinuo FEiE R Cormels Multi-cormel ~ Edibility Xishuangbanna, Yunnan
Bu le ce Jinuo FIENE Cormels Multi-cormel  Edibility Xishuangbanna, Yunnan

43 Bu le ne Jinuo FEIER Cormels Multi-cormel Edibility Xishuangbanna, Yunnan
Byong ma song ho  Hani By e Cormels Multi-cormel ~ Edibility Xishuangbanna, Yunnan

HLE Ku biu Hani M5 JE & - Cormels Multi-cormel  Edibility Jiangcheng, Yunnan

A A chi chi biu Hani ¥ B 1 Cormels Multi-cormel ~ Edibility Jiangcheng, Yunnan

e Bi ge a na Hani M3 R 1R Cormels Multi-corme]l ~ Edibility Jiangcheng, Yunnan

a%F Bi ge bi ne Hani I3 JE 1% Cormels Multi-cormel ~ Edibility Jiangcheng, Yunnan

wE Bikuo bi ni Hani M3 e Cormels Multi-cormel ~ Edibility Jiangcheng, Yunnan

FEEIE Byong ma cao zi Hani "3 J2HE Cormels Multi-cormel ~ Edibility Xishuangbannan, Yunnan

FukE Mi biu Hani ¥ B Cormels Multi-cormel  Edibility Jiangcheng, Yuhnan

REFE Han 7 j&E Corm/cormels  Corm Edibility Yiliang, Yunnan

KEF Byong ma ni zong Hani M B Corm/cormels ~ Corm Edibility Xishuangbanna, Yunnan

HIE Han, Jinuo ¥ Ji& , ZifHE Corm/cormels  Corm Edibility Jiangyong, Hu’ nan

i " Han,Dai 3R, & Inflorescences  Inflorescens Edibility Yiliang, Yunnan

qRE Han L% Inflorescences  Inflorescens Edibility Wuchang, Hubei

ESE Han 7% Cormels Multi-cormel  Edibility Laiyang, Shandong

RS Han Cormels Multi-cormel  Edibility Minshan, Sichuan
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