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Abstract: Non-timber forest products ( NTFPs) refer to medicinal plants, edible plants (such as wild
vegetables and wild fruits) , resin, fiber and other non-timber products collected from forests. They are
not only the main sources of livelihood, but also a main way of cash income for indigenous people
dwelling in most mountainous areas of tropics and subtropics. The advances in NTFPs researches were
summarized following aspects: market ethnobotany of NTFPs, their economic value and contribution to
cash income of indigenous people, factors affecting harvesting and utilization of NTFPs, their ecological
effects on local biodiversity, and the traditional management and conservation practices of indigenous
people to NTFPs. The trends of NTFPs research also have been discussed.
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